
Open Access 1S a rneans of disseminating scholarly 

research that breaks from the traditional subscription 

model o f acadenuc publishing. II has the potential 

to accelerate greiltly the pace of scient1fic d iscovery. 

encourage innovation and enrich education by 

reducmg barflcrs to access. Open Access shift s the 

costs of publishing so that readers. pract itioners 

and researchers obtain content at no cost. However, 

Open Access is not as simple· as ·articles are free to 

all readers: Open Access encompasse~ a range of 

cornporwnt s such as read<·rship, rt! use. copyright, 

post1ng. and machin(· readability. Within thr;•,e areas. 

publish('rs and fund•ng .;g•:nCI(! S havr· adopted many 

di ffero::nt policir,s, some of whiCh ar<; mor<1 op<,n ilnd 

some l•·ss op<>n. ln g"n•·ral. the mor<: a journ;;l's 

polici<:~ cod1fy imm<-'<jiatP availabil•t 'I and r<·u·.c v11th 

as fr·w r(:·,tr ictions a~ po·,~ibl•-. th•: morr- op•:n it is. 

Journals can be more open or less open, but their 
degree of openness is Intrinsically independent 
from their: 
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Free readership rights 
to all art icles immed iately 

upon publicat ion 

Free readership rights to 
all art icles after an embargo 
of no more than 6 months 

Free readership rights to 
all articles after an embargo 

greater than 6 months 

Free and immediate 

readership rights to some, 
but not all, articles (including 

·hybrid• models) 

Subscription, membership, 
pay-per-view, or other fees 
requi red to read all articles 
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Generous reuse & 
remixing rights 

(e.g., CC BY license) 

R<'Use, remixing. & 
further building upon the work 

subject to certain restrict ions 
& conditions (e.g., CC BY-NC 

& CC BY-SA l icenses) 

Reuse (no remixing or further 
building upon the work) subject to 

certain restrictions and conditions 
(e.g., CC BY-NO l icense) 

Some reuse rights 
beyond fair use for some, but 

not all, articles (including 
·hybrid models") 

No reuse rights beyond fair 
use/dealing or other limitations 

or exceptions to copyright 
(All Rights Reserved) 

.. ,.. __ ---- ___,__~- - -- ~-- - -_ ..... - - ----------

Author holds 

copyright with 
no restrictions 

Author retains/publisher 

grants broad rights, Including 
author reuse (e.g .• of figures in 

presentat ions/teaching, creation 

of derivatives) and authorization 
rights (for others to use) 

Author retains/publisher grants 
limited rights for author reuse 

(e.g., of figures in presentations/ 

teaching. creation of derivatives) 

Publisher holds 
copyright. with no author 

reuse beyond fair use 

Author may post Journals make copies of an articles Article full text~ 0 any version to any automatically available in trusted suppotting dat.! (including form.lt 

repository or website th ird -party repositories (e.g..PubMed and semantic marltup) & citations O"I N 
• ccrH 

with no delay Central, OpenAire, inst it utional) may be accessed vid API. with 
immediately upon publication instructions publidy posted 

--Author may post some Journals make copies of all Artide full text. metadata. & --
version (determined by publisher) articles automat ically available citations may be accessed via API. ---to any repository or website in t rusted thi rd-party repositories with instructions poblidy posted ---with no delay (e.g. PubMed Central, OpenAire. --inst itutional) w ithin 6 months --------Author may post some version Journals make copies of all articles Article full text. mdadata. --(determined by publisher) to any automatically available in trusted & citat.ions may be crawled ---repository or website with some third-party repositories (e.g. without sp«ial J*1 mission or --delay (determined by the publisher) -PubMed Central. OpenAire, registration, with instructions --institutional) w ithin 12 months publicly posttd • ---Author may post some Journals make copies of some, Article full text. metadata, & ---version (determined by publisher) but not all, articles automatically citations may be crawled with ---to certain repositories or websitcs, available In trusted third-party permission, with instructions 

with or without delays repositories (e.g., PubMed Central, publicly posttd 
OpenAire, Institutional) 

w ith in 12 months 

Author may not deposit any No automat ic posting in No full text articles 
versions to any repositories or third-party repositories available for crawling $ websites at any time 
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